
Head Teacher Update 04/09/20 

 

Dear Parents /Carers 

 

I am delighted to share that our pupils are settling into new routines. Staff have worked 

extremely hard to ensure that our pupils have high quality learning experiences and on 

speaking to pupils, they are talking positively about these experiences in the classroom.  

Face Coverings 

This week, we have been getting used to another change which came into effect on Monday 

31 August. Pupils have responded really well to the Scottish Government guidance to wear 

a face covering in transit between classes and in key social areas. Pleaser remind your 

son/daughter to always bring a face covering with him/her to school. If a young person is 

exempt due to a health condition or disability, please contact the appropriate Year Head. We 

do have a stock of face coverings for those who forget. Thank you for your continued 

support in reinforcing these important messages regarding Health and Safety. This is much 

appreciated. 

 

Pupil Voice 

In the coming week, we will be meeting with groups of pupils from S1- S6 in order to 

capture the pupil voice related to our school re-opening and take these views into 

consideration. Our new School Captains and S6 Leadership Team will assist with this 

process with the Senior Leadership Team and Year Heads. 

 

 

Equalities  

Today you will receive an email from Lorna French (CEC) regarding the ongoing 

investigation into the allegations of racism. I wrote to parents about this on 12/06/20 to say 

that we were deeply concerned about these allegations and informed you that we were 

working with the local authority to conduct a full review.  I would reiterate that we have 

always been proud of the religious, cultural and social diversity within the Holy Rood 

community, but we recognise that we must be open, and ready to listen properly to our 

young people of colour, to find out what their experiences are within our school.  We have 

set up an Equalities Committee, including staff and parents from the BAME community. 

Equalities Sessions have taken place for staff during the Inservice Day and for all S4 -6 

pupils over the past 2 weeks. We are in the process of organising for this to happen in S1-3 

as soon as possible. Pupils have been given introductory information regarding the 

Equalities Committee and how to play a part in this work. We will provide a further update 

in due course. 

 

 

School Captains 

Yesterday the interviews took place for School Captain and we are delighted to announce 

that Becky Newall is our School Captain and Lydia McConnell is our Vice Captain. This 

year, we have decided to have an Extended S6 Leadership Team, and this will include 



Aaron Digpal, Sophie Murtaza and Christian Roy. Watch this space as these pupils take 

forward these exciting leadership positions. 

Au revoir 

This week we say goodbye to two members of staff. On Monday Margaret Connor retired 

after 27 years in Holy Rood and today Lindsay Clark leaves Holy Rood after 3 years. Both 

colleagues have contributed an enormous amount to our school community and we will 

miss them both. We wish Margaret a very happy retirement and Lindsay every success in 

her new post as SFL lead in the Liberton Hub.  

 

Mike Knox 

Our school community was shocked and saddened by the news that Mike Knox passed away 

suddenly in Tanzania on Wednesday 2nd September. Through his work in Tanzania, Scotland, 

and in recent years New Orleans, Mike left an incredible legacy on three continents. The Holy 

Rood Community and many others benefited from Mike’s vision, commitment and unique 

ability to connect with people and build relationships. This was particularly evident in the 

partnerships he created between Scotland and Tanzania. He was a dedicated teacher, 

Principal Teacher of RE and DHT – he was a devoted servant of Holy Rood pupils and parents 

for 35 years. We were fortunate to know him, and we will miss him greatly. We will plan a 

memorial mass for Mike in due course in liaison with Father Jock. Please remember Mike in 

your prayers. 

 

PE Kit 

Pupils who have chosen to study PE as part of their S3-6 options will change into their PE kit 

in the Games Hall or Dance Studio from next week, therefore these pupils should bring their 

kit with them to school. This has been delayed as we have arranged for privacy screens to be 

put in place. All other pupils should wear suitable footwear for outdoor activities which 

they will take place in during core PE time. We await further Scottish Government Guidance 

on the PE. 

 

Your sincerely  

 

Joan Daly 

Head Teacher 
 


