
Head Teacher Parent/Carer Update 02/04/20 

 

 

 

I hope this finds you and your family healthy and well. In the week since I last wrote to you, 

so much has changed.  Normally at this time of the year, our senior pupils are working hard 

to complete final assignments and getting ready to go off on exam leave. This year is very 

different, as we all follow the advice to stay at home and stay safe.  

I would like to provide you with an update regarding your child’s learning, information 

from the SQA and our Easter Hub. 

Home Learning  

The majority of pupils are engaging well in the initial phase of this new way of learning. We 

thank you for all you have been doing to support your child, and we understand the 

challenges that home learning brings given that many of us ourselves are parents. Do not 

hesitate to contact us if we can be of assistance. If your child does not have access to an IT 

device, please contact the appropriate Year Head. Please note that there is no-one available 

to answer our school switchboard and any contact should be via e-mail 

Admin@holyrood.edin.sch.uk or Year Head e-mail addresses available via our website. 

Coursing 

Coursing is underway for S2 pupils as they prepare to move into S3 and for S4 and S5 pupils 

who have also selected new courses. The change of timetable is due to take place in June and 

we will be in touch with you as soon as we have established arrangements for this transition. 

Senior pupils are completing courses and teachers are providing skills-based preparation for 

the next stage of learning.  

 

Easter Holidays 

We hope that your child takes a break from learning over the Easter holidays. Given these 

exceptional circumstances, with no revision or forthcoming exams, all pupils can make the 

most of the holidays to relax and do some of the things they enjoy (within government 

guidelines of course!) 

 

SQA Information                                                                                                                                

We have been notified by the SQA that National 5 coursework (for example, folios or 

assignments will not be marked externally). A detailed letter will follow from City of 

Edinburgh Council. 

 



Twitter  

We continue to keep our twitter feed up to date and would ask that you follow us 

@HolyRoodRCHigh  

Holy Rood Hub                                                                                                                                 

Last week we opened as a Hub school for the children of key workers from seven local 

Primary Schools:-St John’s, Towerbank, Duddingston, Royal High, Parsons Green, 

Prestonfield and Craigentinny. We are also the Hub School for S1 and S2 pupils from 

Portobello High School and Holy Rood RC High School. Staff supervising at the Hub are 

from all of the different schools. Of course, there have been familiar faces from St John’s! It 

has been a pleasure to meet these staff and welcome them and their pupils to our beautiful 

school. 

Easter Hub 

We will now extend our opening times from 8am until 6pm and become an Easter Hub which 

means we will welcome more pupils from a greater number of schools. This will be supervised 

by City of Edinburgh staff. The staff from Holy Rood, Portobello and the Primaries will take 

over again on Tues 21st April.  

Easter Season Warm Wishes 

Now more than ever is a time when we think of others. We consider you all to be part of the 

Holy Rood Family and as we approach Holy Week we think of those who need our prayers 

and support most. To all our Holy Rood Families, may you experience the transformative 

love of Easter in your lives during this Blessed season and always.  

Stay safe, with warmest wishes to you and your families from all our school staff. 

 

Joan Daly 

Head Teacher 

 

 


