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www.holyrood.edin.sch.uk  or call 0131 661 5871Welcome to the WINTER 2015 edition of the Holy Rood Review
Inside you’ll find reports and updates from our Faculties and news of past and future events. 2015 has been a year of fantastic success  
for our school community in our study, creative ventures, business outreach, sport and wider community involvement.
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I am delighted to report that in this second year of 
the new SQA National Qualifications, Holy Rood pupils 
achieved their best Higher results ever. This is a clear 
indication that the new National 5 qualifications 
provide a really good grounding for the Highers; any 
natural apprehension about the new exams can now 
be put to bed.  It is interesting to know how schools 
are measured nationally in terms of their attainment. 
Every exam is worth a certain amount of points and 
these are added up for each pupil. The average scores 
for the lowest, middle and highest ability groupings 
of pupils is then measured against these groups in 
other schools with similar characteristics. Schools are 
also measured against the national average. The good 
news is that the statistics show our overall attainment 
continues to stand up very well to this close scrutiny. 
This performance does not happen by accident and 
I pay tribute to the hard work of pupils and teachers 
which is given strong support from parents and 
families. Clearly, our pupils are taking advantage of 
the support provided at school and at home, and they 
are achieving outstanding successes, both individually 
and collectively. We must make sure we continue to 
build on this.

Every year group in Holy Rood is working hard and 
has something on the go. Back in September, P7 
pupils (our future S1) enjoyed an educational and fun 
Numeracy Day in Holy Rood. This was just one part of 
our transition programme and it allowed the primary 
pupils an insight into life in High School. This happened 
on the same day as our P6/7 Parents’ Open Evening for 
which we got  some great feedback from parents e.g. 
“I just wanted to express my gratitude to the staff 
and more particularly, the pupils – they were just 
wonderful and I was so impressed by their welcome, 
willingness to answer questions and quiet confidence. 
They are truly fantastic representatives of their school 
and I so enjoyed the opportunity to participate”.  Lots 
more lies in store for our future S1s! Our First Years are 
now well settled and enjoying the variety of curricular 

experiences they encounter in high school as well as 
getting involved in the numerous extra-curricular 
activities on offer.  At the end of October, S1 enjoyed 
a resoundingly successful STEM Event. STEM is high 
on Holy Rood’s agenda as we aim to provide pupils 
with the skills and knowledge in the areas of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths that will make 
our young people very well placed to take up the 
significant employment opportunities that lie in these 
areas. S2 are continuing with their CfE Broad General 
Education (BGE) courses and are starting to think 
about the personalization and choice they will have 
in their subjects at the end of the year. S3 have been 
working on their individual Profiles and are getting 
ready to embark on the Senior Phase of CfE where 
the BGE blends with preparation for the new National 
Qualifications at the end of S4. Our current S4 pupils, 
who will sit SQA National 5 Qualifications in May, are 
turning their attention to the January prelims, whilst 
those taking National 4 courses are working hard to 
prepare for their internal assessments. Prelims for S5/6 
take place later on in January. 

Whilst pupils are working very hard on their 
studies, they are allowed to remember Christmas is 
approaching and there are plenty of celebrations and 
end of term festivities to be had! Our recent Food 
for Thought Celebration (linked to Scotland 2015 
Year of Food and Drink) has put us in the mood for 
enjoying ourselves. This event was the culmination of 
significant curricular work which supported our pupils 
in developing a variety of skills and knowledge which 
they then showcased in a real context. On show were 
banqueting skills, culinary skills as well as a variety of 
other creative skills including photography, drama, 
musical …… and many more. We even had our own 
Holy Rood Tartan specially designed (by pupils) for the 
event (check out our website). We look forward to our 
annual Christmas Concert on 8th December – please 
try to get along, it is worth it.  A favourite event for 
pupils at the very end of term is ‘Holy Rood’s Got Talent’ 

– don’t forget to ask about that.

The school building is looking very festive. We are  
again showing the most magnificent projections and 
banners in our foyer that were created by our Expressive 
Arts Team and our Values Staff Group. Each day there 
is a different projection showing a representation  
 from the Advent Calendar; they are accompanied by 
lovely music. 

As ever, everything we achieve is the result of our 
partnership involving parents/carers, school and of 
course our pupils.  For this reason, I record my most 
sincere appreciation for the support received from 
all of the Holy Rood community, without which our 
achievements would not be as significant as they are. 

Before you read of the exciting things we have been 
up to, I would like to draw your attention to a few 
important pieces of information.

Standards
In keeping with the established custom of highlighting 
the need to maintain our high standards, I include this 
regular reminder:

The school is dependent upon the support of parents 
in working with us to promote and maintain high 
standards of application to study/homework, 
behaviour, attendance, punctuality and dress code 
from our pupils. Holy Rood is a school to be proud of 
and we want our public image to reflect the values 
staff and parents promote. We have very few occasions 
when the work ethic/behaviour/dress of pupils falls 
short of our high standards, as the majority of our 
pupils have a very positive response to the standards 
set and expected by all of the Holy Rood community. 
However, we seem to have a bit of a challenge with 
the number of pupils wearing leggings/footless tights 
and brightly coloured footwear and tops that are not 
appropriate for school. This is disappointing and takes 
away from the usual high standard and dignified 
wearing of our school uniform. I am making a special 
appeal to parents in this newsletter to work with the 
school so that we reach those high standards in uniform 
that we achieve in so many other ways. Please continue 
to work with us to ensure all pupils wear the correct 
version of school uniform (e.g. “school” skirts/trousers 
– as opposed to fashion versions). It is also important 
to remind our pupils to conduct themselves in a proper 
manner as they travel to and from school. Your ongoing 
support is very much needed and appreciated.

Safety
In the interests of safety, the Police request that pupils 
are not dropped off by car within or just outside of 
the school grounds – this is also important to ensure 
a clear run for the school buses and to prevent drivers 
parked in the school car park from getting blocked in.

Pupil Out-of School Achievements
Many of our pupils achieve in lots of ways that are not 
connected to school. If your child achieves something 
to celebrate, please let the school know and it will 
feature in our weekly school newsletter.

Staffing Changes

Welcome to Holy Rood’s Winter Newsletter. As ever, you will find this edition packed 
with articles about life in and around Holy Rood. There have been numerous school 
highlights since my last Head Teacher Report and many of them are covered within this 
newsletter.  However, I’d like to give a special mention to a few of them of which we can 
be particularly proud. 

Head Teacher’s Welcome

This term we bid farewell to Mike Wilkins, one of our 
Depute Head Teachers who retired.  Mr Wilkins spent 
his entire career in education and gave 18 years’ service 
to Holy Rood.  In that time pupils, parents and staff all 
benefitted from his measured and wise approach to all 
aspects of his remit.  Mr Wilkins had a quick mind, an 
analytical approach to problem solving, common sense, 
calm efficiency and was a very effective professional.  
We pay tribute to Mr Wilkins and we will miss him. 
On the same matter, I am delighted to report that 
we have appointed Joan Daly (previously Curriculum 
Leader Modern Languages in Holy Rood) as our new 
Depute Head Teacher. Mrs Daly takes up her post on 
14th December.  In turn Mrs Daly will be replaced by 
Mrs Colette Cordiner as CL Modern Languages.  Mrs 
Cordiner’s previous post was in Saint Kentigern’s HS.

The following members of staff have left Holy 
Rood throughout the session:
Mrs L McGarty CL Science (retired)
Miss H Stokes  Sup. for Learn. Leader (retired)
Mr A Ross   CL Design, Engineering and 

Graphics (retired)
Mrs M Costello Support for Learning (retired)
Miss J Casey Modern Languages (retired)
Mr U Choudhary Business Ed/Computing
Mr A Curry  Mathematics
Mr A Wilkins Drama
Miss K Haldane Social subjects
Mr I Purdom Mathematics
Mrs J Campbell Business Education
Ms A Moore English
Miss H Deans Art 
Mr R Scott  Workshop Technician (retired)
Mrs S Cochrane School Support Assistant
Ms J Dughan Clerical Assistant

The following members have staff have started 
in Holy Rood since August:
Mr L Scroggie English
Miss E Henderson Drama
Miss R Murphy Social Subjects
Mr J Stack   Mathematics
Miss J Ferri  Support for Learning
Mr A Gillies  CL Science
Miss L McNamee  CL Design, Eng., and Graphics
Miss K Vines Music
Mr R Charters PE 
Mrs Y Brown Business Education
Mr J Paul  Workshop Technician 
Mr J Clark  Science Technician
Mrs S McVey School Support Assistant
Miss J Grindlay Clerical Assistant

Curriculum for Excellence
We continue to make excellent progress in 
implementing CfE. Our teachers are very pleased 
with the successful implementation of the new NQs, 
but they are using last year’s experience to make 
adjustments for the benefit of pupils. A number 
of subjects are implementing the new form of the 
Higher this year, whilst others have chosen to wait 
until next year. It is important to reassure you that it 
doesn’t matter if pupils sit the old or new Highers – 
they are both excellent courses and worth the same 
to colleges, universities and employers. We appreciate 
the trust parents have in our school to deliver a high 
quality of education and we ask that you continue to 
have confidence in us as we make this transition to 
the new Highers; teachers are working hard to ensure 
pupils are well prepared for the new exams. We have 
an increasing range of vocational courses on offer in 
the Senior Phase and so we are well-placed to meet 
the needs of all pupils as they work towards their 

positive destination. On 9th December, two inspectors 
from Education Scotland visited the school as part of 
a national programme to gather information on the 
progress schools are making in relation CfE. They visited 
a few lessons, spoke with large groups of staff and a 
large group of pupils. There will be no formal report on 
Holy Rood from the visit (as it was not an inspection). 
However, the inspectors were very impressed about 
what they saw and the verbal feedback we received 
was very positive. It underlined our confidence that 
our school is moving forward in the right direction 
and we deliver a very good quality of education that 
meets our pupils’ needs. Our visitors were particularly 
impressed with the variety of opportunities our pupils 
have to engage in wider achievement and to develop 
their skills. 

Schools Improving 
Partnership Programme 
(SIPP)
Our partnership work with Arbroath and Ayr 
Academies continues and has been recognized by 
Education Scotland as being innovative and having a 
positive impact on our pupils. We have been granted 
funding through to March to continue our work. On 
18th November, 90 pupils from the three schools 
gathered in Holy Rood for a pupil conference to discuss 
and provide the pupil perspective on the issues of 
attendance, parental engagement and the feedback 
pupils receive in their learning. The event was a great 
success and we will follow up by taking on board the 
views of the pupils. Watch out for a SIPP newsletter 
planned for the New Year. Our Education Scotland 
visitors were very impressed with our SIPP work.

Last word – don’t forget to follow us on Twitter, just 
search for @HolyRoodRCHigh

Mathematics and Numeracy Faculty
Numeracy across learning provides essential analytic, problem solving and decision 
making skills across the curriculum. 

On Monday 7th September the Primary 7 pupils from our cluster primaries were 
invited to a session experiencing Numeracy across learning.

The pupils were welcomed to the school by Mr Crombie and had an hour in 
the assembly hall trying various numeracy tasks supported by members of the 
mathematics faculty and a number of 6th year volunteers.

The 6th year volunteers then escorted the pupils to various other faculties to 
experience numeracy in the following curricular areas; Science, Social Subjects, 

Modern Languages, Computing and Food & Textile Technologies. Examples of these 
tasks included class surveys to analyse and present data in Social Subjects; weighing 
and measuring in Food and Textile Technologies whilst making chocolate crispies, 
tasty!; and in Science experiments measuring time and volume of water with the 
exciting Bunsen burners.

The pupils all had a good time and shared their experiences with their classmates. 
Each pupil received a certificate to remind them of their day and the tasks they 
completed.

Thanks to all the staff and 6th year volunteers who made this day a success.
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‘When Cathy MacPhail spoke to a group of First Years at 
the Book Festival in the summer, they were very excited 
to hear that her book Another Me had been recently 
made into a film. However, for some unknown reason 
the film was not put on general release so Ms. McCabe 
and School Librarians from across the city decided that 
what we needed was a private showing.  Broughton 
very kindly provided the venue and Cathy herself 
joined us for a Q and A after the screening on Friday 
13th November. The film lived up to expectations but, 
as always…the book was better!’

From left to right: Olivia Campanile, Leah Lach, 
Sarah McLauchlan, Rhiannon Magill,  
Cathy MacPhail, Lisa Wilson, Natasha Measom, 
Maria McKenzie, Natasha Hunter

In the Library

Active Schools
Football
All teams doing great and here are the U14s showing 
off their new strip donated by one of the parents from 
Holy Rood.  Although U14s have unfortunately been 
knocked out of the Scottish Cup they are still a very 
strong contender in the Edinburgh School League.   
In their 2nd year being coached by our 2 senior students 
Sean Gilhooley and Cameron Oge.
U15s have come together this year and haven’t lost  
a game this season in the League Games and the 
Scottish Cup Games.  They were late entries so it was  
a bonus to get this team through.  Two of the boys from 
 the U15s have been picked to play for The Edinburgh  
Team, John Robertson and Dean Coyle.  
U16s have one more game to go and they will be 
through to the Quarter Finals in the Scottish Cup. The 
first this team has done so well.  They are also joint 
top in the Edinburgh League. The commitment from 
the coaches, ex pupils Max Rowell and Dillon McSorley  
is paramount to the success and the comradery of  
the team. 

Basketball
We have our U15 boys and Open boys playing in this 
year’s Scottish Cup.  Both teams have unfortunately 
been knocked out of the Scottish Cup.  However our 
U15s beat Portobello High School in their Scottish Cup 
Game which was a major achievement as this was the 

first time we have beaten Portobello High in around 10 
years – Well Done Boys!!

Holy Rood High School 
Young Ambassadors 
2015/16

Holy Rood High School are very lucky in that they have 
5 Young Ambassadors of Sport for the year 2015/2016.  
Nicole Kosman, Erin Allen, Sean Gilhooley all in 6th 
years along with Nadia Marziban and Jemma Smith 
in 5th year.  All have been actively involved in sport 
at Holy Rood High School with Extra Curricular Clubs.  
They have also been very involved with the City Wide 
Young Ambassadors Programme that brings all 23 
high schools in Edinburgh together.  All 5 Young 
Ambassadors were instrumental to the success of 
our Residential in November this year at Lagganlia 
where they got very proactive in fundraising for the 

event.  Their hard work was rewarded with a fantastic 
weekend that included 3 inches of snow with 30 Young 
Ambassadors of Edinburgh.  We gorge walked and did 
kayaking in temperatures of -3 along with training 
workshops in presentation skills and Sports Leaders. 

Netball at Holy Rood
Holy Rood High entered into the Open Girls’ Netball 
Scottish Cup Competition for the first time ever this 
school year.  The girls have been through to Woodmill 
and Balwearie High Schools in Fife.  They have played 
fantastic. Most of our girls are in 4th year and playing 
girls 2 years older.  This is an excellent experience for 
them all and for the next couple of years where they 
will only get better and stronger!! 

Race for Life 2015
33 Girls from 1st year to 4th year participated in the 
Race for Life in June 2015.  We raised over £1400.00 for 
Cancer Research.  It was a brilliant morning with most 
of the girls (and teachers) completing the 5K in less 
than 45mins.  However Cara Muire completed the race 
in 24.02 minutes and was one of the first 3 over the 
post!  Many of the girls were part of the Netball Team 
and encouraged other pupils to get involved with the 
6 week training prior to the race.  We are looking to 
complete the 10K in 2016!!

BUSINESS EDUCATION & MODERN LANGUAGES
Royal Bank of Scotland – S4 and S2
On 29 September 2015, Ken Barclay, Chairman 
Scotland, Royal Bank of Scotland visited Holy Rood and 
gave a presentation to all the S4 pupils and some of our 
S2 classes.  

Ken’s talk to the pupils was both informative and 
interesting and covered many different topic areas 
including:
His own career path with RBS and the different 
countries he has worked in:
The impact of technology on jobs in the financial sector
The benefits of having good Modern Language skills in 
today’s global economy
The many challenges managers have to face when 
running a large organisation
The employability skills and work ethic that are 

required in the workplace

After his presentation the pupils were all given the 
opportunity to ask some questions.  We had many 
willing volunteers from S4 who had come prepared 
and were ready and keen to participate in the question/
answer session.  
Questions asked by the pupils included -
What support is given to Charities by RBS?
Is Customer Service important in today’s business world?
Why are Modern Language skills useful in the modern 
business world?
What advice could he give to pupils who are setting up 
their own business?

Ken’s main message to the pupils to help them be 

successful in their own future careers was to work hard, 
aim high and always be willing to continue learning 
and take on new challenges.

Many thanks to Ken Barclay for taking the time to come 
and talk to our pupils and thanks also to the group 
of S4 pupils who stepped forward and asked their 
questions during the Q/A session in such a mature and 
professional manner.  Well done!

BUSINESS 
EDUCATION
S6 - EXCELLENCE 
IN ENTERPRISE 
CONFERENCE
A group of 30 of our S6 pupils participated in our 
annual Excellence in Enterprise Conference held on 
Wednesday 7 October 2015, led by Eileen Black.  
An interesting programme was prepared by Eileen 
including talks/workshops from the following leaders 
from industry – 

Kirsty McFedries, Construction – Morrison 
Construction
Karen Ritchie, Marketing and Design – The 
Hydrogen Office
Bill Hutchison, Design & Development – 
Institute of Applied Technology, Fife College

Pupils were engaged throughout the day working 
in different teams to solve problems set by each of 
the industry visitors.  As well as learning more about 
their own skills, qualities and abilities they developed 
their planning and problem solving skills and learnt 
the importance of being resilient and the benefits to 
be achieved by supporting each other and working 
together effectively as a team.

This was a fun, interesting and enjoyable conference 
for both pupils and staff.  Pupils were praised by our 
visitors from industry for their hard work, enthusiasm, 
team working skills and positive work ethic.  Well 
done!

Feedback about the Conference from the pupils 
included:
It was all very good and we had a lot of fun trying new 
things and relating them back to business.

It was very good, we got to work together and complete 
activities which tested a variety of different skills.

It was all very good and I learned a new strategy of 
teamwork.  Helpful day.

S3 BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT TO 
VISIT XMAS MARKET 
December 2015 
A group of S3 Business Management pupils will be 
visiting the Xmas Market in Princes Street on Friday 
18 December 2015.   The pupils have recently studied 
Marketing as part of their S3 Business course and they 
will be exploring many of the different marketing 
techniques being used by the stallholders at the 
Xmas Market.   Pupils will use the market research 
information they collect from their excursion to 
prepare a Business Marketing Report and classroom 
display.  This Christmas excursion will be a great 
opportunity for our pupils to see for themselves why 
Edinburgh is top of the league table when it comes to 
hosting a successful Christmas Festival. 

S3 PERSONAL  
FINANCE EVENT
Saving money, borrowing money, credit cards, debit 
cards, budgeting and identity theft and scams were 
some of the topics for discussion by our S3 Business 
Management pupils when they attended a half-day 
Personal Finance course organised and led by Eileen 
Black.

Pupils participated in a variety of workshops where 
they worked in groups and had to complete a range 
of Personal Finance problem solving tasks.  Their 
final challenge was to plan and organise a charity 
event with a limited budget and present their ideas 
to others in the group.  This was a fun course for all of 
the pupils.  Pupil feedback included:
I enjoyed the whole thing and I enjoyed working in 
groups to get the tasks done. It would be good if the 
ladies could come back. 10 stars for this.

This was very helpful, educational and interesting. I rate 
it very good.

This was fun, I had a good time and the teacher was 
very nice. I would like to do this again.

All of the pupils who attended successfully completed 
the course and were awarded with their Personal 
Finance certificates by Eileen.  

Thanks to Eileen Black for organising the event and 
well done to all the pupils who participated.
     

S2 Personal Choice - 
Dragon’s Den Course
As part of the Personal Choice program that is offered 
to our S1 and S2 year groups, 19 students were given 
the opportunity to test their entrepreneurial flair 
by making a Dragons’ Den style ‘pitch’ presentation 
to promote a new and healthy cereal.  Students 
presented their start-up business concepts to Miss 
Ayres and Mrs Murray, and the rest of the class.

This year’s winning team was Jar Jar Bites, who 
developed an innovative Star War’s themed cereal. 
The Dragons were impressed by their in-depth 
understanding of their market, their marketing 
efforts (including a website that they had created in 
their own spare time), and their engagement in the 
whole process.  Well done!
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Modern Languages FacultySocial Enterprise/Ethical Savings Scheme
S5/6 Management Board for Holy Rood’s Credit Union are pleased to announce that next term there will be a 
formal launch of their new Social Enterprise - 

Holy Rood RC High School Credit Union
(Savings Scheme – for Pupils and Staff)
Staff and pupils will be able to open their own Savings Account at the Holy Rood RC High School Credit Union.
Some S2 and S3 pupils have taken part in a competition this term to design the logo for the new HRHS Credit 
Union.  The new logo and name of the winner(s) will be announced soon.
More details about how the Credit Union (Savings Scheme) will operate and how to open your account will be 
available for staff and pupils early next term.

N5 Administration & IT (S5/6)
Events Management Competition
A group of our S5/6 Administration & IT pupils recently 
took part in an Events Management competition 
organised by Vivian Meada from Scottish Business in 
the Community.

The pupils organised themselves into teams of 3 and 
took on the role of Events Management coordinators.  
The team challenge set by Vivian was to – 
“plan a day for 15 tourists, staying at the Prestonfield 
House Hotel, who would like to explore ‘Edinburgh larder’ 
and learn more about Scottish food and its heritage.  The 
budget for the event was £40 per person”. 

The pupils quickly set about researching ‘Edinburgh 
larder’ and places of interest to visit in Edinburgh.  
They made good use of their Admin & IT skills with 
Databases, Spreadsheets, PowerPoint Presentations, 
Adverts, Leaflets, Itineraries and even Scottish Flags all 
being designed and created ready to be used as part of 
their final presentation to a panel of judges.

The competition concluded on Friday 27 November 
with each team presenting their plans and financial 
data to a panel of business visitors – Vivian Meada 
(Scottish Business in the Community), Caroline Caskie 
(Rabbies Small Group Tours), Gavin Hunter (Scottish 
Tourist Guides Association).   

Each of the teams were commended by the panel 
for their hard work, interesting ideas and their well 
thought out and well planned presentations.  

Congratulations to Tartan Tours – Jemma Smith, 
Shannon Kelly and Chand Kaur – who were announced 
as the winning team.  They received a fabulous 1st 
prize – a voucher for the whole team to have ‘afternoon 
tea’ at the Prestonfield House Hotel.  

Many thanks to Vivian, Caroline and Gavin for 
organising this competition for our senior pupils and 
to the Prestonfield House Hotel for the donation of the 
voucher for the winning team.   Well done to all of the 
pupils who participated in this event.

Tartan Tours  - Jemma Smith, Chand Kaur and 
Shannon Kelly.

Higher Geography 
pupils hit the 
beach!
  
On a cold wet November day Higher Geography pupils 
took to the beach to collect their data for the Higher 
Geography assignment. Pupils were investigating why 
coastal defences vary along the North East Edinburgh 
coast. We studied the coastal defences from the sewage 
works, along Portobello beach all the way to Joppa 
trying to discover the human and physical influences 
on the different sea defences. 

EUROPEAN DAY 
OF LANGUAGES 
CELEBRATIONS…
Interdiscplinary Project 
with Expressive Arts

To celebrate European Day of Languages in September 
the Art department and the Faculty of Modern 
Languages collaborated on their annual poster 
competition for S1 pupils. 
Prize winners were (1st) Lovely Lamson 1F for Pack an 
extra language in your luggage, (2nd) Becky Newall 1C 
for Languages: a rainbow of colours and cultures and 
(3rd) Phoebe Vendil 1F for Learn languages: open up 
a wider world.
Thanks to the Art department and S1 pupils we now 
have some high quality, motivational art work to 
display in the Modern Languages Faculty corridor. 
Merci beaucoup / Grazie!

BONJOUR! HOLA! 
BUONGIORNO! – 
TREASURE HUNT
And the European Day of Languages fun continued 
for S1 pupils who all participated in a Chasse au 
Trésor (Treasure Hunt) during their French lessons that 
week. Pupils had to find different words for ‘HELLO!’  
on posters hidden about the school and identify the 
language spoken. These were all languages spoken by 
our pupils in Holy Rood.  Bravo to all our winners!

GOING CONTINENTAL
Staff and pupils were also offered the opportunity 
of going continental and purchasing a croissant 
(‘cornetto’, in Italian) during morning interval. Many 
thanks to our S6 prefects for assisting us in serving the 
masses! Everyone agreed that the croissants/cornetti 
were délicieux/deliziosi! 

CLUSTER PRIMARY 

ASSEMBLIES
We were delighted to lead special European Day of 
Languages assemblies in four of our Cluster Primaries: 
St John’s, St Ninian’s, St Mary’s and St John Vianney. 
Our S6 pupils showed Primary pupils a powerpoint 
presentation showcasing all that’s happening in 
Modern Languages in Holy Rood (quite a lot as you can 
see!) They also talked to them about the importance 
of learning a foreign language. We finished off with 
a special quiz and were delighted with the positive 
contributions from all the Primary pupils. We look 
forward to welcoming our cluster P7s in Holy Rood 
next year. We hope to visit assemblies in St Francis and 
St Catherine’s in 2016.

Spotlight on S2!
S2 Italian pupils were quick to show off their originality 
and flair in the recent year group fashion show – the 
culmination of colour and display in the flamboyant 
topic of clothes. Class models and presenters were to be 
commended on their representations of “ il look” and 
model descriptions as they took to the Italian catwalk 
in inimitable style. Pupil audiences were captivated 
by their confidence and style. Let’s not forget our staff 
mystery models, both Mr. Radford and Miss Brown who 
themselves were keen to get in on the action. Let’s just 
finish by saying “Armani make way, S2 have arrived on 
the scene!”

Pranzo all’italiano - 
Lunch, Italian style!
On 18th November, a group of S4 pupils studying for 
their “Languages For Life and Work” award in Italian 
were accompanied by Miss Crolla and Ilenia, our Italian 
Assistant, to enjoy lunch ‘all’italiano’ at the Vittoria 
Restaurant on Leith Walk. The pupils were undertaking 
assessments in talking and listening and were required 

to greet the waiter, order their meal, ask for the bill and 
say thank you - tutto in italiano, naturalmente! They all 
communicated beautifully in the foreign language and 
demonstrated understanding when approached by the 
waiter. All were successful in passing their assessments 
and so enjoyed the meal. Bravissimi! 

Coming soon…Italy ‘16
On Saturday 25th June 2016, 40 Holy Rood pupils and 
4 staff will head off to Lido di Jesolo, very near Venice 
in the north of Italy.  The pupils, all students of Italian 
from S2, S3 and S4, have already engaged in several 
successful fund-raising activities with more planned 
for after Christmas – all monies raised will go towards 
‘extras’ (we couldn’t go to Italy without sampling some 
pizza or gelato, could we?)  The trip certainly looks 
tempting, with days spent sight-seeing in Verona 
and Venice as well as a visit to the local water park 
Acqualandia – the pupils from previous trips certainly 
give that one the thumbs up!  We look forward to 
letting you know how it all goes.

French Film Festival
A group of staff and S5/6 Higher French students are 
off to sample the delights of the French Film Festival 
shortly.  The highlight is a screening of ‘Microbe et 
Gasoline’, the latest comedy by Michel Gondry (Eternal 
Sunshine of the Spotless Mind).

Full February
Languages Work! Event - February 2016 for S2 and S4 
pupils to learn about the relevance and importance of 
Modern Languages in the world of work.
Senior Immersion Day – early February 2016 to support 
senior pupils in their preparation for final orals.
And our S1 French pupils will have some fun at our 
Mardi Gras celebration in February. It’s going to be a 
busy month!
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RE and Chaplaincy 
Faculty
CFE
On the 29th October the Senior Phase of This Is Our Faith 
was launched at a national event.  We are continuing to 
roll out this new curriculum with all classes in S1 to S4 
following This Is Our Faith and S5/S6 experiencing the 
new curriculum in 2016/2017.

Outreach

Congratulations to this year’s YPI winners Ali Anees, 
Connor Greechan and Stephen McLeod who secured 
a £3000 grant for ‘The Jamie Skinner Foundation’ who 
fundraise to provide defibrillators to sports grounds. 
The YPI final in November provided us with knowledge 
of several local, well deserving charities.  All pupils are 
involved in selecting which charity we will support 
during Advent and this year ‘Playlist for Life’ is our 
chosen charity.  This charity works with Dementia 
patients and their families.  Through creating personal 
playlists, music helps families to stay connected 
to their loved ones.  Fundraising will include class 

collections, a non-uniform day and a whole school 
sponsored activity. 
Our fundraising efforts from last year have been 
recognised by Down’s Syndrome Scotland who 
presented us with their ‘Fundraising School of the Year 
Award’.  Emma-Louise Cull who is a supporter of this 
charity and Niamh Kelly, the chair of the S6 Charities 
Committee, received the award.

Foodbank Friday
HRHS are proud to continue our partnership with 
Edinburgh North East Foodbank by taking collections 
on the first Friday of every month. Edinburgh North 
East Foodbank is based in Leith and helps families in 
our community who are struggling to feed themselves. 
Our first collection took place in November with an 
outstanding response from pupils and staff, donating 
over 100kg worth of food. Future collections will take 
place on the following dates: 4th December, 15th 
January, 5th February, 4th March, (no April collection 
due to Easter holiday), 6th May, 3rd June. Donations 
of non-perishable food items, toiletries and warm 
clothing will be greatly appreciated.

SSVP
Eight S4 pupils attended a Servant Leadership course 
at the Gillis Centre in October and have now formed 
a St Vincent De Paul group.  The aim of the SSVP is to 
provide service to those in need within the community. 
The group have been attending weekly meetings, 
where they have been discussing ideas and planning 
upcoming events for Advent. The group next are 
planning on making links with local parishes and 
cluster primary schools with the hope that they can 
work on projects together. 

Liturgy
This year’s Feast Day celebrations were led by 
Archbishop Leo Cushley, Fr John and Fr Anthony.  In 
preparation for the Mass, RE classes spent some time 
reflecting on our school prayer.  This year Juliette 
Martin and Simon McKenzie were commissioned as 
Extra Ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist and will serve 
at Masses along with our S6 Eucharistic Ministers.
Advent liturgies take place at the end of term and 
provide an opportunity for RE classes to reflect and 
celebrate the message of Christmas.  

Retreats
Our Senior School pupils will be given the opportunity 
to take part in a Retreat.  S6 will be guided on a 
reflection of their time in Holy Rood as they prepare for 
their future.  S5 will reflect on the skills for discerning 
how to make choices in their life.

Slovakian visitors
S6 RE classes were involved in a Youth Mission delivered 
by a group from Slovakia.  It involved personal 
testimony and short dramas on how individuals can 
develop their relationship with God. 

Holy Rood Students on 
STV News Niamh Kelly, S6 Student

Last year was a huge moment in Scottish politics as we 
had our Independence Referendum. In this referendum 
teenagers of the age sixteen and over were allowed to 
vote, unlike the normal voting age of eighteen. This 
meant that school students, like myself, were able to 
feel much more involved in politics and an extremely 
important decision about Scotland’s future. 

A year on and people are obviously still talking about 
it. STV news came into our school just to see this. 
How the interview started was by us just sitting 
around a table having a debate like discussion about 
the referendum. There was a mix of no and yes voters 
making it extremely interesting. We were able to talk 
about each other’s views and reasons as well as see if 
anyone had changed their mind on the decision they 
made last year. This was an extremely important topic 
as there may be another future referendum. 

We were then told we would be doing individual 

interviews. In these interviews we were asked 
questions about what we voted for and how we feel 
as though the involvement of the younger generation 
has impacted politics as a whole. We all pretty much 
agreed that teenagers nowadays are much more 
interested in politics as the referendum gave them the 
opportunity to have their say. 

It was an amazing opportunity as not only did it give 
us all a chance to talk about the referendum once again 
but also it gave us better insight into other people’s 
views on it, one year later. It was a good chance to see 
people’s feelings now that they have a had a chance 
to let the no vote sit with them for a year. Once again 
we got to express our feelings and know people would 
hear them.

From Syria to Scotland
From Scotland to Westminster

For the last two weeks of June, Holy Rood hosted an 

exhibition of photographs taken by young people living 
through the Syrian conflict. Arranged by the Modern 
Studies Department, supported by the Library and the 
Art Department and facilitated by the Children’s War 
Museum, the exhibition featured over 60 photographs 
of the devastation in Syria, but also the hope offered by 
community and friendship. 

The exhibition was visited by a number of classes, 
and was used as a case study for S3 Modern Studies 
students, who were studying the Syria crisis. They 
formed opinions on British involvement in Syria, and 
expressed these opinions in letters to the school’s MP, 
Tommy Sheppard. 

At a special event on the 25th June, Kenny MacAskill 
MSP and visitors from Syria and the Children’s War 
Museum joined students and staff of Holy Rood High 
School to listen to the best essays, arguing both for and 
against UK intervention. In August, Tommy Sheppard 
MP visited the school to view the photographs and to 
hear from the students. He has since replied personally 
to every student who wrote to him on the matter.

Science Faculty 
Advanced Higher 
Biology Trip to 
Edinburgh Zoo
To enhance their learning, our Advanced Higher class, 
accompanied by Mrs Gulliver-Sloan and Mr Senepart, 
were lucky enough to take part in an activity day at 
Edinburgh Zoo. The focus was primate behaviour, 
as well as their diversity and social structures.  The 
session started with a 30 minute introduction to 
animal behaviour and primates; their evolution, 
distribution and social structure. The pupils were then 
taken on a behind the scenes tour of the primates 
in the Zoo, visiting primates such as buff-cheeked 
gibbons, lemurs, chimpanzees, capuchins and squirrel 
monkeys. Pupils observed and recorded data for their 
own primate behaviour study- this really brought the 
classroom topic to life.  As ever, our pupils were a credit 
to Holy Rood RC High School; their enthusiasm and 
good manners were mentioned by the zoo staff and we 
have been invited to return for future sessions.

Science club

S6 Biology pupils have been running a weekly 
lunchtime Science club for our S1 and S2 pupils.  This 
has been a great success and pupils have experienced 
a wide range of fun experiments, which has helped 
them to work cooperatively and build confidence in 
their own ability in the lab.  S6 pupils have worked very 
hard to make these sessions exciting and educational 
whilst enhancing their own planning and leadership 
skills.  Science Club runs every Tuesday Lunchtime in 
S209 (Mrs Gulliver-Sloan’s room).

Timstar visit
Higher and Advanced Higher Biology pupils were 

treated to an afternoon of hands on experiments 
using cutting edge technology provided by Timstar 
(a Scientific equipment supplier).  Thanks to Mr 
Senepart and Ms Lucienne McCallum, pupils were 
able to perform their own Polymerase Chain reaction 
and Gel electrophoresis for DNA fingerprinting using 
equipment which costs thousands of pounds - our very 
own CSI lab on the go! 

Fuselab Go
At the beginning of October seven pupils from S4/5, 
Charlotte Doig, Juliette Martin, Rosa Bell, Matthew 
Dodds, Conall Loftus, Callum Turino and Jinson 
Thayil attended Fuselab Go, an event organised by 
the Edinburgh International Science Festival. This 
was a fantastic opportunity for young people to 
bring innovative ideas to life as they addressed the 
challenges of establishing human life on a new planet. 
Over two days they worked in small teams with 
inspirational mentors and experts from the areas of 
engineering, product and graphic design, business and 
marketing to solve a problem, to innovate and invent. 
They had the opportunity to share their ideas with real 
innovators and at the end of the two days pitched their 
ideas for a new product.
The pupils did exceptionally well, had a challenging 
but enjoyable time and represented the school 
admirably – well done!

Field Trip to Alton 
Towers 2015
As midnight approached on Thursday 24th 
September an intrepid band of students gathered 
at the school to board a coach for the Physics 
Department’s 16th Annual Field Trip to Alton 
Towers. After nearly eight hours on the coach, 
punctuated by visits to a carefully planned selection 
of M6 motorway service stations, we arrived at 
what is generally regarded as the UK’s number one 
theme park. 

To our surprise and delight we were allowed to 
make our way to the rides a full half hour before 
the official 10:00 opening time. However, before 
anyone was granted free access to the full extent of 
the park there was some work that had to be done. 
Divided into four groups, pupils studying National 4 
and 5 Physics courses (assisted by a dedicated team 
of S6 Advanced Higher Physics students), were 
asked to use their academic knowledge in the real 
life situation of a busy theme park. Investigating 
the physics of roller coasters, pupils were asked 
to complete booklets covering topics such as 
average speed, acceleration, kinetic and potential 
energy. Such was the quality of the teamwork and 
work ethic that the written tasks were completed 
in record time and the teams were soon able to 
venture forth to explore the rest of Alton Towers. 
During their free time pupils had a chance to face 
their fears on Oblivion as they were plunged sixty 
metres into the depths of hell or experience the 
thrill of the literally breath-taking acceleration of 
Rita the Rollercoaster.

Just after midnight on Friday night a tired but  
very happy group of Holy Rood pupils arrived 
back at school at the end of another successful 
sortie south of the border to prove once again that  
Physics is fun!
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Prestonfield House Hotel by Rachael Jackson S5

In August I was given the opportunity to attend an 
information trip to Prestonfield House Hotel as part 
of my Hospitality course. We were given a full tour of 
the hotel by the General Manager and at the end of 
the visit we were invited to apply for a work experience 
opportunity. To my surprise and delight I was successful 
at the interview and they offered me a permanent 
Saturday job. I started on the 19th September, I was 
issued with a full uniform, name badge and made to 
feel very welcome. So far, I have been trained in the 
skills required to serve breakfast, lunch and afternoon 
tea. The staff at the hotel are friendly, supportive, 
helpful, and I feel part of the team. The hotel itself 
is stunning, and I am gaining an insight into what is 
required to run such a top quality hotel and restaurant. 
It is has been a fantastic experience so far.

Food and Textile Technology FacultyExpressive Arts Faculty 
Light Night 

With a series of stages up and down George Street, Light Night on Sunday 22 
November was a great family day out. There were over 50 schools, community and 
interest groups, with an estimated total of 1,250 performers, each performing an 
act, a dance, a song or a piece of music to celebrate all things Christmas.  Pupils from 
Holy Rood RC High School enjoyed performing their selection of Christmas Medleys.

Hosting the event and introducing the George Street crowds to the fantastic 
performers was one of Edinburgh’s most familiar voices, Arlene Stuart from Forth 
Radio. Scotland’s superstar Susan Boyle switched on the City’s Lights at Light Night. 
A firework display followed at 4.50pm. 

Fashion Photography
“ F a s h i o n 
Photography” is an 
exciting new display 
of photographs taken 
by pupils from Balfron, 
Boroughmuir, Denny 

and Holy Rood RC High Schools. 
The images are on display on Level 4 of the 
Learning Centre, National Museum of Scotland, 
Chamber Street until 14 December.
This exhibition displays work produced at a 
series of workshops based in the National 
Museum and at Still’s Gallery as part of their 
Higher Photography Course.

 
Expressive Arts 
have an evening at 
the Opera.
On Thursday 12 November Senior pupils went to 
the Festival Theatre to watch Carmen. Scottish 
Opera’s Carmen is set in a square in Seville 
but sung in old fashioned French. It is hard to 
believe that when one of the most famous of 
all operas was first performed in Paris in 1875 
Spain was a far-away and exotic country hard to 

reach over the Pyrenees.  Both staff and pupils experienced a sensitive, intriguing 
and thoroughly enjoyable evening.

Children & Families Christmas Card 
Competition
Congratulations to Melissa Robertson 
S4 who produced a Christmas Card 
Design for the Children and Families 
Christmas Card competition which was 
so brilliant it has been chosen to be 
displayed on the digital bus shelters in 
Princes Street from 30 November and it 
will be shown in bus and train stations 
across the UK over the Christmas 
period.  Well done Melissa!

HRHS Tartan
Part of the advertising and publicity 
campaign for Scotland’s Year of Food, 
Drink and Culture 2015, involved pupils 
designing our own tartan for Holy Rood 
High School.  We selected 20 possible 
designs and staff voted for their favourite 
pattern.  The chosen tartan was designed 
by Florina Rista, an S3 pupil.  Two of our 
Micro-Tyco ambassadors have started 
producing some tartan merchandise that 
we hope will generate funds for bigger and better products.  Nicolson Kiltmakers 
are planning to train and employ HRHS pupils through a government funded 
college course leading to an SVQ qualification in our Scottish traditional industry 
of kiltmaking.  This is indeed a very exciting partnership.  Our Holy Rood High 
School tartan has been registered with “The Scottish Register of Tartans”. and has 
been printed on to fabric.  We would like to thank Pete Higgins, Founder + CEO, 
UWI Technology Limited, CodeBASE, Argyle House, Edinburgh for sponsoring this 
initiative.  

It has been a very busy term for us in Food and Textile 
technology. We were awarded a Food for Thought 
fund from Education Scotland to allow us to run two 
exciting projects this term. We started with a Food 
and Sustainability project with S1 students. The 
photographs show S1 students making four Scottish 
dishes with the support of  S5 Hospitality students. 
The S1 students then voted on the dishes they would 
like to see on the school canteen menu, the winners 
were Raspberry and Apple Frushie (50 votes) and the 
Smoked Fish Baguette (48 votes), both dishes will be 
served in the school canteen soon. The recipes should 
have arrived home with the S1 students.

The senior students have experienced a focus on skills 
for the workplace. The S4 students enjoyed a workshop 
with Chef Paul Wedgewood which they found very 
exciting. The S4 and S5 Hospitality students have also 
enjoyed visits to the Hilton Double Tree to learn about 
skills for the workplace and to complete a banqueting 
workshop. We now look forward to our final event to 
Celebrate Scotland’s Year of Food and Drink 2015, our 
students will use their new skills to provide an exciting 
event.
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Contact

How to get in touch 
with the School
If you are concerned about your 
child or just wish some information, 
please contact your child’s Year 
Head or any member of the Senior 
Leadership Team. You may phone, 
write or e-mail. Whilst you are 
very welcome to visit the school, 
please arrange an appointment in 
advance to avoid disappointment, 
as staff commitments may mean 
they are unavailable to meet  
with you.

Call: 0131 661 5871
E-mail:

webmaster@holyrood.edin.sch.uk 
Website:

www.holyrood.edin.sch.uk

Attendance 
Call Phone 
Number
Telephone: 0131 661 3247 

(Please phone this number when reporting your 
child’s absence)

TERM DATES 2015/16

Spring Term
Wednesday 6 January 2016 Staff resume
Thursday 7 January 2016  
Pupils resume
Thursday 14 January 2016 S5/6 Aiming
  High Evening
Monday 1st February 2016 S2 Parents  
  Information  
  Evening
Friday 12 February 2016  All break

Monday 22 February 2016 All   
  resume
Thursday 10 March 2016  S2 Parents’  
  Evening
Thursday 24 March 2016  Term ends

The Easter break incorporates the 
following two holidays:
Friday 25 March 2016  Good Friday
Monday 28 March 2016  Easter 
Monday
Monday 11 April 2016  All resume

Summer Term
Monday 2 May 2016  Holiday

Tuesday 3 May  All resume

Thursday 5 May  Staff only

Friday 6 May  Pupils   

  resume

Monday 23 May 2016  Vicoria Day  

  Holiday

Thursday 30 June 2016  Term ends

OUR CHARITY 
SINGLE IS 
AVAILABLE 
FOR 
PURCHASE @ 
RECEPTION 
FOR ONLY £3

We wish you a Peaceful and Joyful Christmas
From the Head Teacher, Staff and Students of 
Holy Rood RC High School
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